INTRODUCTION
Sir Alexander Cunningham, soldier, engineer, archaeologist,
numismatist, geographer and above all a historian published his
monumental work on ancient Indian geography when Indology
either in West or East was in its infancy. The work was appa-
rently completed in London in 1870 as he had to return to
India as Director General of Archaeological Survey to which
post he was appointed with effect from the 1st January, 1871.
His first term in India lasted from 1833 to 1866. Cunningham,
who started his carrier as a professional soldier, was attracted
to the study of Ancient Indian antiquities when he visited the
temples of Kashmir in 1847* Within a year of this visit he pub-
lished his first work from Calcutta entitled 'Essay on the Aryan
order of Architecture as exhibited in the Temples of Kashmir"
His second work was on Ladakh which was published from
London in 1854. The ruined yet beautiful monuments of Kashmir
surely had kindled his love for ancient Culture and Architec-
ture as we find him haunting once more the ruins of Central
Indian monuments in the year 1851. As a result of these explo-
rations his third work entitled 'Bhilsa Topes' appeared from
London in 1854, the very same year in which his pioneering
work on Ladakh was published.
But the most fruitful years of his first term in India were the
years 1861-1865, when he was in the post of the Archaeological
Surveyor of India. He travelled very widely in Northern India
visiting every important site and his extensive travels, to quote
his words, were only surpassed by those of Yuan Chwang, the
7th-century Chinese pilgrim. But unlike that illustrious Buddhist
missionary, his were not religious visits. He had only one
goal before him that, of telling the world the truth about India's
glorious post. The deep, dark veil that enveloped under it the
whole of India of pre-Muslim times, had to be removed, and
removed permanently. Like Rgvediclndrahehadtoactbothas a